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C O N S T I T U T I O N  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S 

WethePeopleoftheUnitedStates,inOrdertoforma
moreperfectUnion,establishJustice,insuredomestic
Tranquility,provideforthecommondefence,promote
thegeneralWelfare,andsecuretheBlessingsofLibertyto
ourselvesandourPosterity,doordainandestablishthis
ConstitutionfortheUnitedStatesofAmerica.

Article.I.
SECTION. 1.

AlllegislativePowershereingrantedshallbevestedina
CongressoftheUnitedStates,whichshallconsistofaSen-
ateandHouseofRepresentatives.

SECTION. 2.

TheHouseofRepresentativesshallbecomposedofMem-
berschoseneverysecondYearbythePeopleoftheseveral
States,andtheElectorsineachStateshallhavetheQualifi-
cationsrequisiteforElectorsofthemostnumerousBranch
oftheStateLegislature.

NoPersonshallbeaRepresentativewhoshallnothave
attainedtotheAgeoftwentyfiveYears,andbeenseven
YearsaCitizenoftheUnitedStates,andwhoshallnot,
whenelected,beanInhabitantofthatStateinwhichhe
shallbechosen.

[RepresentativesanddirectTaxesshallbeapportioned
amongtheseveralStateswhichmaybeincludedwithin
thisUnion,accordingtotheirrespectiveNumbers,which
shallbedeterminedbyaddingtothewholeNumberof
freePersons,includingthoseboundtoServiceforaTerm
ofYears,andexcludingIndiansnottaxed,threefifthsof
allotherPersons.]*TheactualEnumerationshallbemade

withinthreeYearsafterthefirstMeetingoftheCongress
oftheUnitedStates,andwithineverysubsequentTermof
tenYears,insuchMannerastheyshallbyLawdirect.The
NumberofRepresentativesshallnotexceedoneforevery
thirtyThousand,buteachStateshallhaveatLeastone
Representative;anduntilsuchenumerationshallbemade,
theStateofNewHampshireshallbeentitledtochuse
three,Massachusettseight,Rhode-IslandandProvidence
Plantationsone,Connecticutfive,New-Yorksix,New
Jerseyfour,Pennsylvaniaeight,Delawareone,Maryland
six,Virginiaten,NorthCarolinafive,SouthCarolinafive,
andGeorgiathree.

WhenvacancieshappenintheRepresentationfromany
State,theExecutiveAuthoritythereofshallissueWritsof
ElectiontofillsuchVacancies.

TheHouseofRepresentativesshallchusetheir
SpeakerandotherOfficers;andshallhavethesole
PowerofImpeachment.

SECTION. 3.

TheSenateoftheUnitedStatesshallbecomposedoftwo
SenatorsfromeachState,[chosenbytheLegislaturethere-
of,]*forsixYears;andeachSenatorshallhaveoneVote.

ImmediatelyaftertheyshallbeassembledinConsequence
ofthefirstElection,theyshallbedividedasequallyasmay
beintothreeClasses.TheSeatsoftheSenatorsofthefirst
ClassshallbevacatedattheExpirationofthesecondYear,
ofthesecondClassattheExpirationofthefourthYear,and
ofthethirdClassattheExpirationofthesixthYear,sothat
onethirdmaybechoseneverysecondYear;[andifVacan-
cieshappenbyResignation,orotherwise,duringtheRecess
oftheLegislatureofanyState,theExecutivethereofmay
maketemporaryAppointmentsuntilthenextMeetingof
theLegislature,whichshallthenfillsuchVacancies.]*
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C O N S T I T U T I O N  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S 

NoPersonshallbeaSenatorwhoshallnothaveattained
totheAgeofthirtyYears,andbeennineYearsaCitizenof
theUnitedStates,andwhoshallnot,whenelected,bean
InhabitantofthatStateforwhichheshallbechosen.

TheVicePresidentoftheUnitedStatesshallbe
PresidentoftheSenate,butshallhavenoVote,unless
theybeequallydivided.

TheSenateshallchusetheirotherOfficers,andalsoa
Presidentprotempore,intheAbsenceoftheVice
President,orwhenheshallexercisetheOfficeof
PresidentoftheUnitedStates.

TheSenateshallhavethesolePowertotryallImpeach-
ments.WhensittingforthatPurpose,theyshallbeon
OathorAffirmation.WhenthePresidentoftheUnited
Statesistried,theChiefJusticeshallpreside:Andno
PersonshallbeconvictedwithouttheConcurrenceoftwo
thirdsoftheMemberspresent.

JudgmentinCasesofImpeachmentshallnotextend
furtherthantoremovalfromOffice,anddisqualificationto
holdandenjoyanyOfficeofhonor,TrustorProfitunder
theUnitedStates:butthePartyconvictedshallnevertheless
beliableandsubjecttoIndictment,Trial,Judgmentand
Punishment,accordingtoLaw.

SECTION. 4.

TheTimes,PlacesandMannerofholdingElectionsfor
SenatorsandRepresentatives,shallbeprescribedineach
StatebytheLegislaturethereof;buttheCongressmayat
anytimebyLawmakeoraltersuchRegulations,exceptas
tothePlacesofchusingSenators.

TheCongressshallassembleatleastonceineveryYear,and
suchMeetingshallbe[onthefirstMondayinDecember,]*
unlesstheyshallbyLawappointadifferentDay.

SECTION. 5. 

EachHouseshallbetheJudgeoftheElections,Returns
andQualificationsofitsownMembers,andaMajority
ofeachshallconstituteaQuorumtodoBusiness;buta
smallerNumbermayadjournfromdaytoday,andmaybe
authorizedtocompeltheAttendanceofabsentMembers,
insuchManner,andundersuchPenaltiesaseachHouse
mayprovide.

EachHousemaydeterminetheRulesofitsProceedings,
punishitsMembersfordisorderlyBehaviour,and,withthe
Concurrenceoftwothirds,expelaMember.

EachHouseshallkeepaJournalofitsProceedings,and
fromtimetotimepublishthesame,exceptingsuchParts
asmayintheirJudgmentrequireSecrecy;andtheYeas
andNaysoftheMembersofeitherHouseonanyquestion
shall,attheDesireofonefifthofthosePresent,beentered
ontheJournal.

NeitherHouse,duringtheSessionofCongress,shall,with-
outtheConsentoftheother,adjournformorethanthree
days,nortoanyotherPlacethanthatinwhichthetwo
Housesshallbesitting.

SECTION. 6.

TheSenatorsandRepresentativesshallreceiveaCompen-
sationfortheirServices,tobeascertainedbyLaw,andpaid
outoftheTreasuryoftheUnitedStates.Theyshallinall
Cases,exceptTreason,FelonyandBreachofthePeace,be
privilegedfromArrestduringtheirAttendanceattheSes-
sionoftheirrespectiveHouses,andingoingtoandreturn-
ingfromthesame;andforanySpeechorDebateineither
House,theyshallnotbequestionedinanyotherPlace.

NoSenatororRepresentativeshall,duringtheTimefor
whichhewaselected,beappointedtoanycivilOffice
undertheAuthorityoftheUnitedStates,whichshallhave
beencreated,ortheEmolumentswhereofshallhavebeen
encreasedduringsuchtime;andnoPersonholdingany
OfficeundertheUnitedStates,shallbeaMemberofeither
HouseduringhisContinuanceinOffice.
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C O N S T I T U T I O N  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S 

SECTION. 7.

AllBillsforraisingRevenueshalloriginateintheHouseof
Representatives;buttheSenatemayproposeorconcurwith
AmendmentsasonotherBills.

EveryBillwhichshallhavepassedtheHouseofRepresen-
tativesandtheSenate,shall,beforeitbecomeaLaw,be
presentedtothePresidentoftheUnitedStates;Ifheap-
proveheshallsignit,butifnotheshallreturnit,withhis
ObjectionstothatHouseinwhichitshallhaveoriginated,
whoshallentertheObjectionsatlargeontheirJournal,
andproceedtoreconsiderit.IfaftersuchReconsideration
twothirdsofthatHouseshallagreetopasstheBill,itshall
besent,togetherwiththeObjections,totheotherHouse,
bywhichitshalllikewisebereconsidered,andifapproved
bytwothirdsofthatHouse,itshallbecomeaLaw.Butin
allsuchCasestheVotesofbothHousesshallbedetermined
byYeasandNays,andtheNamesofthePersonsvotingfor
andagainsttheBillshallbeenteredontheJournalofeach
Houserespectively,IfanyBillshallnotbereturnedbythe
PresidentwithintenDays(Sundaysexcepted)afteritshall
havebeenpresentedtohim,theSameshallbeaLaw,in
likeMannerasifhehadsignedit,unlesstheCongressby
theirAdjournamentpreventitsReturn,inwhichCaseit
shallnotbeaLaw.

EveryOrder,Resolution,orVotetowhichtheConcur-
renceoftheSenateandHouseofRepresentativesmaybe
necessary(exceptonaquestionofAdjournment)shallbe
presentedtothePresidentoftheUnitedStates;andbefore
theSameshalltakeEffect,shallbeapprovedbyhim,orbe-
ingdisapprovedbyhim,shallberepassedbytwothirdsof
theSenateandHouseofRepresentatives,accordingtothe
RulesandLimitationsprescribedintheCaseofaBill.

SECTION. 8.

TheCongressshallhavePowerTolayandcollectTaxes,
Duties,ImpostsandExcises,topaytheDebtsandprovide
forthecommonDefenceandgeneralWelfareoftheUnited
States;butallDuties,ImpostsandExcisesshallbeuniform
throughouttheUnitedStates;

ToborrowMoneyonthecreditoftheUnitedStates;

ToregulateCommercewithforeignNations,andamong
theseveralStates,andwiththeIndianTribes;

ToestablishanuniformRuleofNaturalization,anduni-
formLawsonthesubjectofBankruptciesthroughoutthe
UnitedStates;

TocoinMoney,regulatetheValuethereof,andofforeign
Coin,andfixtheStandardofWeightsandMeasures;

ToprovideforthePunishmentofcounterfeitingtheSecuri-
tiesandcurrentCoinoftheUnitedStates;

ToestablishPostOfficesandpostRoads;
TopromotetheProgressofScienceandusefulArts,by
securingforlimitedTimestoAuthorsandInventorsthe
exclusiveRighttotheirrespectiveWritingsandDiscoveries;

ToconstituteTribunalsinferiortothesupremeCourt;

TodefineandpunishPiraciesandFeloniescommittedon
thehighSeas,andOffensesagainsttheLawofNations;

TodeclareWar,grantLettersofMarqueandReprisal,and
makeRulesconcerningCapturesonLandandWater;

ToraiseandsupportArmies,butnoAppropriationof
MoneytothatUseshallbeforalongerTermthantwo
Years;

ToprovideandmaintainaNavy;

TomakeRulesfortheGovernmentandRegulationofthe
landandnavalForces;

ToprovideforcallingforththeMilitiatoexecutetheLaws
oftheUnion,suppressInsurrectionsandrepelInvasions;

Toprovidefororganizing,arming,anddisciplining,the
Militia,andforgoverningsuchPartofthemasmaybe
employedintheServiceoftheUnitedStates,reservingto
theStatesrespectively,theAppointmentoftheOfficers,
andtheAuthorityoftrainingtheMilitiaaccordingtothe
disciplineprescribedbyCongress;
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ToexerciseexclusiveLegislationinallCaseswhatsoever,
oversuchDistrict(notexceedingtenMilessquare)as
may,byCessionofparticularStates,andtheAcceptance
ofCongress,becometheSeatoftheGovernmentofthe
UnitedStates,andtoexerciselikeAuthorityoverallPlaces
purchasedbytheConsentoftheLegislatureoftheStatein
whichtheSameshallbe,fortheErectionofForts,Maga-
zines,Arsenals,dock-YardsandotherneedfulBuildings;
-And

TomakeallLawswhichshallbenecessaryandproperfor
carryingintoExecutiontheforegoingPowers,andallother
PowersvestedbythisConstitutionintheGovernmentof
theUnitedStates,orinanyDepartmentorOfficerthereof.

SECTION. 9.

TheMigrationorImportationofsuchPersonsasanyofthe
Statesnowexistingshallthinkpropertoadmit,shallnotbe
prohibitedbytheCongresspriortotheYearonethousand
eighthundredandeight,butaTaxordutymaybeimposed
onsuchImportation,notexceedingtendollarsforeach
Person.

ThePrivilegeoftheWritofHabeasCorpusshallnotbe
suspended,unlesswheninCasesofRebellionorInvasion
thepublicSafetymayrequireit.

NoBillofAttainderorexpostfactoLawshallbepassed.

[NoCapitation,orotherdirect,Taxshallbelaid,unlessin
ProportiontotheCensusorEnumerationhereinbefore
directedtobetaken.]*

NoTaxorDutyshallbelaidonArticlesexportedfromany
State.

NoPreferenceshallbegivenbyanyRegulationofCom-
merceorRevenuetothePortsofoneStateoverthoseof
another:norshallVesselsboundto,orfrom,oneState,be
obligedtoenter,clear,orpayDutiesinanother.

NoMoneyshallbedrawnfromtheTreasury,butinCon-
sequenceofAppropriationsmadebyLaw;andaregular
StatementandAccountoftheReceiptsandExpendituresof
allpublicMoneyshallbepublishedfromtimetotime.

NoTitleofNobilityshallbegrantedbytheUnitedStates:
AndnoPersonholdinganyOfficeofProfitorTrustunder
them,shall,withouttheConsentoftheCongress,accept
ofanypresent,Emolument,Office,orTitle,ofanykind
whatever,fromanyKing,Prince,orforeignState.

SECTION. 10.

NoStateshallenterintoanyTreaty,Alliance,orConfedera-
tion;grantLettersofMarqueandReprisal;coinMoney;
emitBillsofCredit;makeanyThingbutgoldandsilver
CoinaTenderinPaymentofDebts;passanyBillofAt-
tainder,expostfactoLaw,orLawimpairingtheObligation
ofContracts,orgrantanyTitleofNobility.

NoStateshall,withouttheConsentoftheCongress,lay
anyImpostsorDutiesonImportsorExports,exceptwhat
maybeabsolutelynecessaryforexecutingit’sinspection
Laws:andthenetProduceofallDutiesandImposts,laid
byanyStateonImportsorExports,shallbefortheUseof
theTreasuryoftheUnitedStates;andallsuchLawsshallbe
subjecttotheRevisionandControuloftheCongress.

NoStateshall,withouttheConsentofCongress,layany
DutyofTonnage,keepTroops,orShipsofWarintimeof
Peace,enterintoanyAgreementorCompactwithanother
State,orwithaforeignPower,orengageinWar,unless
actuallyinvaded,orinsuchimminentDangeraswillnot
admitofdelay.
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Article.II.
SECTION. 1.

TheexecutivePowershallbevestedinaPresidentofthe
UnitedStatesofAmerica.HeshallholdhisOfficeduring
theTermoffourYears,and,togetherwiththeVicePresi-
dent,chosenforthesameTerm,beelected,asfollows:

EachStateshallappoint,insuchMannerastheLegislature
thereofmaydirect,aNumberofElectors,equaltothe
wholeNumberofSenatorsandRepresentativestowhich
theStatemaybeentitledintheCongress:butnoSenatoror
Representative,orPersonholdinganOfficeofTrustorProf-
itundertheUnitedStates,shallbeappointedanElector.

[TheElectorsshallmeetintheirrespectiveStates,andvote
byBallotfortwoPersons,ofwhomoneatleastshallnot
beanInhabitantofthesameStatewiththemselves.And
theyshallmakeaListofallthePersonsvotedfor,andof
theNumberofVotesforeach;whichListtheyshallsign
andcertify,andtransmitsealedtotheSeatoftheGovern-
mentoftheUnitedStates,directedtothePresidentofthe
Senate.ThePresidentoftheSenateshall,inthePresence
oftheSenateandHouseofRepresentatives,openallthe
Certificates,andtheVotesshallthenbecounted.The
PersonhavingthegreatestNumberofVotesshallbethe
President,ifsuchNumberbeaMajorityofthewhole
NumberofElectorsappointed;andiftherebemorethan
onewhohavesuchMajority,andhaveanequalNumberof
Votes,thentheHouseofRepresentativesshallimmediately
chusebyBallotoneofthemforPresident;andifnoPerson
haveaMajority,thenfromthefivehighestontheList
thesaidHouseshallinlikeMannerchusethePresident.
ButinchusingthePresident,theVotesshallbetakenby
States,theRepresentationfromeachStatehavingoneVote;
AquorumforthisPurposeshallconsistofaMemberor
MembersfromtwothirdsoftheStates,andaMajorityof
alltheStatesshallbenecessarytoaChoice.IneveryCase,
aftertheChoiceofthePresident,thePersonhavingthe
greatestNumberofVotesoftheElectorsshallbetheVice
President.Butifthereshouldremaintwoormorewho
haveequalVotes,theSenateshallchusefromthembyBal-
lottheVicePresident.]*

TheCongressmaydeterminetheTimeofchusingthe
Electors,andtheDayonwhichtheyshallgivetheirVotes;
whichDayshallbethesamethroughouttheUnitedStates.

NoPersonexceptanaturalbornCitizen,oraCitizen
oftheUnitedStates,atthetimeoftheAdoptionofthis
Constitution,shallbeeligibletotheOfficeofPresident;
neithershallanypersonbeeligibletothatOfficewhoshall
nothaveattainedtotheAgeofthirtyfiveYears,andbeen
fourteenYearsaResidentwithintheUnitedStates.

[InCaseoftheRemovalofthePresidentfromOffice,orof
hisDeath,Resignation,orInabilitytodischargethePowers
andDutiesofthesaidOffice,theSameshalldevolveonthe
VicePresident,andtheCongressmaybyLawprovidefor
theCaseofRemoval,Death,ResignationorInability,both
ofthePresidentandVicePresident,declaringwhatOfficer
shallthenactasPresident,andsuchOfficershallactac-
cordingly,untiltheDisabilityberemoved,oraPresident
shallbeelected.]*

ThePresidentshall,atstatedTimes,receiveforhisServices,
aCompensation,whichshallneitherbeincreasednor
diminishedduringthePeriodforwhichheshallhavebeen
elected,andheshallnotreceivewithinthatPeriodany
otherEmolumentfromtheUnitedStates,oranyofthem.

BeforeheenterontheExecutionofhisOffice,heshall
takethefollowingOathorAffirmation:-“Idosolemnly
swear(oraffirm)thatIwillfaithfullyexecutetheOfficeof
PresidentoftheUnitedStates,andwilltothebestofmy
Ability,preserve,protectanddefendtheConstitutionof
theUnitedStates.”
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SECTION. 2.

ThePresidentshallbeCommanderinChiefoftheArmy
andNavyoftheUnitedStates,andoftheMilitiaofthe
severalStates,whencalledintotheactualServiceofthe
UnitedStates;hemayrequiretheOpinion,inwriting,of
theprincipalOfficerineachoftheexecutiveDepartments,
uponanySubjectrelatingtotheDutiesoftheirrespective
Offices,andheshallhavePowertograntReprievesand
PardonsforOffensesagainsttheUnitedStates,exceptin
CasesofImpeachment.

HeshallhavePower,byandwiththeAdviceandConsent
oftheSenate,tomakeTreaties,providedtwothirdsofthe
Senatorspresentconcur;andheshallnominate,andbyand
withtheAdviceandConsentoftheSenate,shallappoint
Ambassadors,otherpublicMinistersandConsuls,Judges
ofthesupremeCourt,andallotherOfficersoftheUnited
States,whoseAppointmentsarenothereinotherwise
providedfor,andwhichshallbeestablishedbyLaw:but
theCongressmaybyLawvesttheAppointmentofsuchin-
feriorOfficers,astheythinkproper,inthePresidentalone,
intheCourtsofLaw,orintheHeadsofDepartments.

ThePresidentshallhavePowertofillupallVacancies
thatmayhappenduringtheRecessoftheSenate,by
grantingCommissionswhichshallexpireattheEndof
theirnextSession.

SECTION. 3.

HeshallfromtimetotimegivetotheCongressInforma-
tionoftheStateoftheUnion,andrecommendtotheir
ConsiderationsuchMeasuresasheshalljudgeneces-
saryandexpedient;hemay,onextraordinaryOccasions,
convenebothHouses,oreitherofthem,andinCaseof
Disagreementbetweenthem,withRespecttotheTimeof
Adjournment,hemayadjournthemtosuchTimeashe
shallthinkproper;heshallreceiveAmbassadorsandother
publicMinisters;heshalltakeCarethattheLawsbefaith-
fullyexecuted,andshallCommissionalltheOfficersofthe
UnitedStates.

SECTION. 4.

ThePresident,VicePresidentandallcivilOfficersofthe
UnitedStates,shallberemovedfromOfficeonImpeach-
mentfor,andConvictionof,Treason,Bribery,orother
highCrimesandMisdemeanors.
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Article.III.
SECTION. 1.

ThejudicialPoweroftheUnitedStates,shallbevested
inonesupremeCourt,andinsuchinferiorCourtsasthe
Congressmayfromtimetotimeordainandestablish.The
Judges,bothofthesupremeandinferiorCourts,shallhold
theirOfficesduringgoodBehaviour,andshallatstated
Times,receivefortheirServices,aCompensation,which
shallnotbediminishedduringtheirContinuanceinOffice.

SECTION. 2.

ThejudicialPowershallextendtoallCases,inLawand
Equity,arisingunderthisConstitution,theLawsofthe
UnitedStates,andTreatiesmade,orwhichshallbemade,
undertheirAuthority;-toallCasesaffectingAmbassa-
dors,otherpublicMinistersandConsuls;-toallCasesof
admiraltyandmaritimeJurisdiction;-toControversiesto
whichtheUnitedStatesshallbeaParty;-toControversies
betweentwoormoreStates;-[betweenaStateandCitizens
ofanotherState;-]*betweenCitizensofdifferentStates,
-betweenCitizensofthesameStateclaimingLandsunder
GrantsofdifferentStates,[andbetweenaState,ortheCiti-
zensthereof;-andforeignStates,CitizensorSubjects.]*

InallCasesaffectingAmbassadors,otherpublicMinisters
andConsuls,andthoseinwhichaStateshallbeParty,the
supremeCourtshallhaveoriginalJurisdiction.Inallthe
otherCasesbeforementioned,thesupremeCourtshall
haveappellateJurisdiction,bothastoLawandFact,with
suchExceptions,andundersuchRegulationsastheCon-
gressshallmake.

TheTrialofallCrimes,exceptinCasesofImpeachment;
shallbebyJury;andsuchTrialshallbeheldintheState
wherethesaidCrimesshallhavebeencommitted;butwhen
notcommittedwithinanyState,theTrialshallbeatsuch
PlaceorPlacesastheCongressmaybyLawhavedirected.

SECTION. 3.

TreasonagainsttheUnitedStates,shallconsistonlyinlevy-
ingWaragainstthem,orinadheringtotheirEnemies,giv-
ingthemAidandComfort.NoPersonshallbeconvicted
ofTreasonunlessontheTestimonyoftwoWitnessestothe
sameovertAct,oronConfessioninopenCourt.

TheCongressshallhavePowertodeclarethePunishment
ofTreason,butnoAttainderofTreasonshallworkCorrup-
tionofBlood,orForfeitureexceptduringtheLifeofthe
Personattainted.
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Article.IV.
SECTION. 1.

FullFaithandCreditshallbegivenineachStatetothe
publicActs,Records,andjudicialProceedingsofeveryoth-
erState.AndtheCongressmaybygeneralLawsprescribe
theMannerinwhichsuchActs,RecordsandProceedings
shallbeproved,andtheEffectthereof.

SECTION. 2.

TheCitizensofeachStateshallbeentitledtoallPrivileges
andImmunitiesofCitizensintheseveralStates.
APersonchargedinanyStatewithTreason,Felony,or
otherCrime,whoshallfleefromJustice,andbefoundin
anotherState,shallonDemandoftheexecutiveAuthor-
ityoftheStatefromwhichhefled,bedeliveredup,tobe
removedtotheStatehavingJurisdictionoftheCrime.

[NoPersonheldtoServiceorLabourinoneState,under
theLawsthereof,escapingintoanother,shall,inConse-
quenceofanyLaworRegulationtherein,bedischarged
fromsuchServiceorLabour,butshallbedeliveredupon
ClaimofthePartytowhomsuchServiceorLabourmaybe
due.]*

SECTION. 3.

NewStatesmaybeadmittedbytheCongressintothis
Union;butnonewStateshallbeformedorerectedwithin
theJurisdictionofanyotherState;noranyStatebeformed
bytheJunctionoftwoormoreStates,orPartsofStates,
withouttheConsentoftheLegislaturesoftheStatescon-
cernedaswellasoftheCongress.

TheCongressshallhavePowertodisposeofandmakeall
needfulRulesandRegulationsrespectingtheTerritoryor
otherPropertybelongingtotheUnitedStates;andnothing
inthisConstitutionshallbesoconstruedastoPrejudice
anyClaimsoftheUnitedStates,orofanyparticularState.

SECTION. 4.

TheUnitedStatesshallguaranteetoeveryStateinthis
UnionaRepublicanFormofGovernment,andshall
protecteachofthemagainstInvasion;andonApplication
oftheLegislature,oroftheExecutive(whentheLegislature
cannotbeconvened)againstdomesticViolence.

Article.V.
TheCongress,whenevertwothirdsofbothHousesshall
deemitnecessary,shallproposeAmendmentstothisCon-
stitution,or,ontheApplicationoftheLegislaturesoftwo
thirdsoftheseveralStates,shallcallaConventionforpro-
posingAmendments,whichineitherCase,shallbevalidto
allIntentsandPurposes,asPartofthisConstitution,when
ratifiedbytheLegislaturesofthree-fourthsoftheseveral
States,orbyConventionsinthreefourthsthereof,asthe
oneortheotherModeofRatificationmaybeproposedby
theCongress;ProvidedthatnoAmendmentwhichmaybe
madepriortotheYearOnethousandeighthundredand
eightshallinanyManneraffectthefirstandfourthClauses
intheNinthSectionofthefirstArticle;andthatnoState,
withoutitsConsent,shallbedeprivedofitsequalSuffrage
intheSenate.
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Article.VI.
AllDebtscontractedandEngagementsenteredinto,before
theAdoptionofthisConstitution,shallbeasvalidagainst
theUnitedStatesunderthisConstitution,asunderthe
Confederation.

ThisConstitution,andtheLawsoftheUnitedStates
whichshallbemadeinPursuancethereof;andallTreaties
made,orwhichshallbemade,undertheAuthorityofthe
UnitedStates,shallbethesupremeLawoftheLand;and
theJudgesineveryStateshallbeboundthereby,anyThing
intheConstitutionorLawsofanyStatetotheContrary
notwithstanding.

TheSenatorsandRepresentativesbeforementioned,and
theMembersoftheseveralStateLegislatures,andallexecu-
tiveandjudicialOfficers,bothoftheUnitedStatesandof
theseveralStates,shallbeboundbyOathorAffirmation,
tosupportthisConstitution;butnoreligiousTestshallever
berequiredasaQualificationtoanyOfficeorpublicTrust
undertheUnitedStates.

Article.VII.
TheRatificationoftheConventionsofnineStates,shall
besufficientfortheEstablishmentofthisConstitution
betweentheStatessoratifyingtheSame.

DoneinConventionbytheUnanimousConsentofthe
StatespresenttheSeventeenthDayofSeptemberinthe
YearofourLordonethousandsevenhundredandEighty
sevenandoftheIndependenceoftheUnitedStatesof
AmericatheTwelfthInWitnesswhereofWehavehereunto
subscribedourNames,

Go.Washington--Presidt:
anddeputyfromVirginia

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

JohnLangdon
NicholasGilman

MASSACHUSETTS 

NathanielGorham
RufusKing

CONNECTICUT 

Wm.Saml.Johnson
RogerSherman

NEW YORK 

AlexanderHamilton

NEW JERSEY 

Wil:Livingston
DavidBrearley
Wm.Paterson
Jona:Dayton

PENNSYLVANIA 

BFranklin
ThomasMifflin
RobtMorris
Geo.Clymer
Thos.FitzSimons
JaredIngersoll
JamesWilson
GouvMorris
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DELAWARE 

Geo:Read
GunningBedfordjun
JohnDickinson
RichardBassett
Jaco:Broom

MARYLAND 

JamesMcHenry
DanofSt.Thos.Jenifer
DanlCarroll

VIRGINIA 

JohnBlair-
JamesMadisonJr.

NORTH CAROLINA 

Wm.Blount
Richd.DobbsSpaight
HuWilliamson

SOUTH CAROLINA 

J.Rutledge
CharlesCotesworthPinckney
CharlesPinckney
PierceButler

GEORGIA 

WilliamFew
AbrBaldwin

AttestWilliamJacksonSecretary

InConventionMonday
September17th,1787.
Present
TheStatesof
NewHampshire,Massachusetts,Connecticut,Mr.Ham-
iltonfromNewYork,NewJersey,Pennsylvania,Delaware,
Maryland,Virginia,NorthCarolina,SouthCarolinaand
Georgia.

Resolved,
ThatthepreceedingConstitutionbelaidbeforetheUnited
StatesinCongressassembled,andthatitistheOpinion
ofthisConvention,thatitshouldafterwardsbesubmitted
toaConventionofDelegates,chosenineachStatebythe
Peoplethereof,undertheRecommendationofitsLegisla-
ture,fortheirAssentandRatification;andthateachCon-
ventionassentingto,andratifyingtheSame,shouldgive
NoticethereoftotheUnitedStatesinCongressassembled.
Resolved,ThatitistheOpinionofthisConvention,that
assoonastheConventionsofnineStatesshallhaveratified
thisConstitution,theUnitedStatesinCongressassembled
shouldfixaDayonwhichElectorsshouldbeappointedby
theStateswhichshallhaveratifiedthesame,andaDayon
whichtheElectorsshouldassembletovoteforthePresi-
dent,andtheTimeandPlaceforcommencingProceedings
underthisConstitution.

ThataftersuchPublicationtheElectorsshouldbeap-
pointed,andtheSenatorsandRepresentativeselected:That
theElectorsshouldmeetontheDayfixedfortheElection
ofthePresident,andshouldtransmittheirVotescertified,
signed,sealedanddirected,astheConstitutionrequires,to
theSecretaryoftheUnitedStatesinCongressassembled,
thattheSenatorsandRepresentativesshouldconveneatthe
TimeandPlaceassigned;thattheSenatorsshouldappoint
aPresidentoftheSenate,forthesolePurposeofreceiving,
openingandcountingtheVotesforPresident;and,that
afterheshallbechosen,theCongress,togetherwiththe
President,should,withoutDelay,proceedtoexecutethis
Constitution.

BytheunanimousOrderoftheConvention

Go.Washington-Presidt:
W.JACKSONSecretary.

*Languageinbracketshasbeenchangedbyamendment.
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Preambletothe
BillofRights
CongressoftheUnitedStates
begunandheldattheCityofNew-York,on
WednesdaythefourthofMarch,
onethousandsevenhundredandeightynine

THEConventionsofanumberofthe States,havingat
thetimeoftheiradoptingtheConstitution,expressed
adesire,inordertopreventmisconstructionorabuse
ofitspowers,thatfurtherdeclaratoryandrestrictive
clausesshouldbeadded:Andasextendingtheground
ofpublicconfidenceintheGovernment,willbest
ensurethebeneficentendsofitsinstitution.

RESOLVEDbytheSenateandHouseof
RepresentativesoftheUnitedStatesofAmerica,
inCongressassembled,twothirdsofbothHouses
concurring,thatthefollowingArticlesbeproposedto
theLegislaturesoftheseveralStates,asamendments
totheConstitutionoftheUnitedStates,all,oranyof
whichArticles,whenratifiedbythreefourthsofthesaid
Legislatures,tobevalidtoallintentsandpurposes,as
partofthesaidConstitution;viz.

ARTICLESinadditionto,andAmendmentofthe
ConstitutionoftheUnitedStatesofAmerica,proposed
byCongress,andratifiedbytheLegislaturesofthe
severalStates,pursuanttothefifthArticleofthe
originalConstitution.

(Note:Thefirst10amendmentstotheConstitutionwere
ratifiedDecember15,1791,andformwhatisknownas
the“BillofRights.”)

AmendmentI.
Congressshallmakenolawrespectinganestablishmentof
religion,orprohibitingthefreeexercisethereof;orabridg-
ingthefreedomofspeech,orofthepress,ortheright
ofthepeoplepeaceablytoassemble,andtopetitionthe
Governmentforaredressofgrievances.

AmendmentII.
AwellregulatedMilitia,beingnecessarytothesecurityof
afreeState,therightofthepeopletokeepandbearArms,
shallnotbeinfringed.

AmendmentIII.
NoSoldiershall,intimeofpeacebequarteredinany
house,withouttheconsentoftheOwner,norintimeof
war,butinamannertobeprescribedbylaw.

AmendmentIV.
Therightofthepeopletobesecureintheirpersons,hous-
es,papers,andeffects,againstunreasonablesearchesand
seizures,shallnotbeviolated,andnoWarrantsshallissue,
butuponprobablecause,supportedbyOathoraffirma-
tion,andparticularlydescribingtheplacetobesearched,
andthepersonsorthingstobeseized.

AmendmentV.
Nopersonshallbeheldtoanswerforacapital,orotherwise
infamouscrime,unlessonapresentmentorindictmentof
aGrandJury,exceptincasesarisinginthelandornaval
forces,orintheMilitia,wheninactualserviceintimeof
Warorpublicdanger;norshallanypersonbesubjectfor
thesameoffencetobetwiceputinjeopardyoflifeorlimb;
norshallbecompelledinanycriminalcasetobeawitness
againsthimself,norbedeprivedoflife,liberty,orproperty,
withoutdueprocessoflaw;norshallprivatepropertybe
takenforpublicuse,withoutjustcompensation.

THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF 
THE UNITED STATES AS RATIFIED BY THE STATES 
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AmendmentVI.
Inallcriminalprosecutions,theaccusedshallenjoythe
righttoaspeedyandpublictrial,byanimpartialjuryof
theStateanddistrictwhereinthecrimeshallhavebeen
committed,whichdistrictshallhavebeenpreviously
ascertainedbylaw,andtobeinformedofthenatureand
causeoftheaccusation;tobeconfrontedwiththewitnesses
againsthim;tohavecompulsoryprocessforobtainingwit-
nessesinhisfavor,andtohavetheAssistanceofCounsel
forhisdefence.

AmendmentVII.
Insuitsatcommonlaw,wherethevalueincontroversy
shallexceedtwentydollars,therightoftrialbyjuryshallbe
preserved,andnofacttriedbyajuryshallbeotherwisere-
examinedinanyCourtoftheUnitedStates,thanaccording
totherulesofthecommonlaw.

AmendmentVIII.
Excessivebailshallnotberequired,norexcessivefines
imposed,norcruelandunusualpunishmentsinflicted.

AmendmentIX.
TheenumerationintheConstitution,ofcertainrights,
shallnotbeconstruedtodenyordisparageothersretained
bythepeople.

AmendmentX.
ThepowersnotdelegatedtotheUnitedStatesbytheCon-
stitution,norprohibitedbyittotheStates,arereservedto
theStatesrespectively,ortothepeople.

AMENDMENTS 11-27 

AmendmentXI.
PassedbyCongressMarch4,1794.RatifiedFebruary7,1795.

(Note:AportionofArticleIII,Section2oftheConstitutionwas
modifiedbythe11thAmendment.)thth

TheJudicialpoweroftheUnitedStatesshallnotbeconstrued
toextendtoanysuitinlaworequity,commencedorpros-
ecutedagainstoneoftheUnitedStatesbyCitizensofanother
State,orbyCitizensorSubjectsofanyForeignState.

AmendmentXII.
PassedbyCongressDecember9,1803.RatifiedJune15,1804.

(Note:AportionofArticleII,Section1oftheConstitutionwas
changedbythe12thAmendment.)

TheElectorsshallmeetintheirrespectivestates,andvote
byballotforPresidentandVice-President,oneofwhom,
atleast,shallnotbeaninhabitantofthesamestatewith
themselves;theyshallnameintheirballotsthepersonvoted
forasPresident,andindistinctballotsthepersonvoted
forasVice-President,andtheyshallmakedistinctlistsof
allpersonsvotedforasPresident,andofallpersonsvoted
forasVice-President,andofthenumberofvotesforeach,
whichliststheyshallsignandcertify,andtransmitsealed
totheseatofthegovernmentoftheUnitedStates,directed
tothePresidentoftheSenate;-thePresidentoftheSenate
shall,inthepresenceoftheSenateandHouseofRepresen-
tatives,openallthecertificatesandthevotesshallthenbe
counted;-Thepersonhavingthegreatestnumberofvotes
forPresident,shallbethePresident,ifsuchnumberbea
majorityofthewholenumberofElectorsappointed;andif
nopersonhavesuchmajority,thenfromthepersonshaving
thehighestnumbersnotexceedingthreeonthelistofthose
votedforasPresident,theHouseofRepresentativesshall
chooseimmediately,byballot,thePresident.Butinchoos-
ingthePresident,thevotesshallbetakenbystates,the
representationfromeachstatehavingonevote;aquorum
forthispurposeshallconsistofamemberormembersfrom
two-thirdsofthestates,andamajorityofallthestatesshall
benecessarytoachoice.[AndiftheHouseofRepresenta-
tivesshallnotchooseaPresidentwhenevertherightof
choiceshalldevolveuponthem,beforethefourthdayof
Marchnextfollowing,thentheVice-Presidentshallactas
President,asincaseofthedeathorotherconstitutional
disabilityofthePresident.-]*Thepersonhavingthegreatest
numberofvotesasVice-President,shallbetheVice-Presi-
dent,ifsuchnumberbeamajorityofthewholenumber
ofElectorsappointed,andifnopersonhaveamajority,
thenfromthetwohighestnumbersonthelist,theSenate
shallchoosetheVice-President;aquorumforthepurpose
shallconsistoftwo-thirdsofthewholenumberofSenators,
andamajorityofthewholenumbershallbenecessaryto
achoice.Butnopersonconstitutionallyineligibletothe
officeofPresidentshallbeeligibletothatofVice-President
oftheUnitedStates.

*SupersededbySection3ofthe20thAmendment.
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AmendmentXIII.
PassedbyCongressJanuary31,1865.RatifiedDecember6,

1865.

(Note:AportionofArticleIV,Section2oftheConstitution
waschangedbythe13thAmendment.)

SECTION 1.

Neitherslaverynorinvoluntaryservitude,exceptasa
punishmentforcrimewhereofthepartyshallhavebeen
dulyconvicted,shallexistwithintheUnitedStates,orany
placesubjecttotheirjurisdiction.

SECTION 2.

Congressshallhavepowertoenforcethisarticleby
appropriatelegislation.

AmendmentXIV.
PassedbyCongressJune13,1866.RatifiedJuly9,1868.

(Note:ArticleI,Section2oftheConstitutionwasmodifiedby
Section2ofthe14thAmendment.)

SECTION 1.

AllpersonsbornornaturalizedintheUnitedStatesand
subjecttothejurisdictionthereof,arecitizensoftheUnited
StatesandoftheStatewhereintheyreside.NoStateshall
makeorenforceanylawwhichshallabridgetheprivileges
orimmunitiesofcitizensoftheUnitedStates;norshall
anyStatedepriveanypersonoflife,liberty,orproperty,
withoutdueprocessoflaw;nordenytoanypersonwithin
itsjurisdictiontheequalprotectionofthelaws.

SECTION 2.

Representativesshallbeapportionedamongtheseveral
Statesaccordingtotheirrespectivenumbers,countingthe
wholenumberofpersonsineachState,excludingIndians
nottaxed.Butwhentherighttovoteatanyelectionfor
thechoiceofelectorsforPresidentandVicePresidentof
theUnitedStates,RepresentativesinCongress,theExecu-
tiveandJudicialofficersofaState,orthemembersofthe
Legislaturethereof,isdeniedtoanyofthemaleinhabit-
antsofsuchState,[beingtwenty-oneyearsofage,]*and
citizensoftheUnitedStates,orinanywayabridged,except
forparticipationinrebellion,orothercrime,thebasisof
representationthereinshallbereducedintheproportion
whichthenumberofsuchmalecitizensshallbeartothe
wholenumberofmalecitizenstwenty-oneyearsofagein
suchState.

SECTION 3.

NopersonshallbeaSenatororRepresentativeinCon-
gress,orelectorofPresidentandVicePresident,orhold
anyoffice,civilormilitary,undertheUnitedStates,or
underanyState,who,havingpreviouslytakenanoath,asa
memberofCongress,orasanofficeroftheUnitedStates,
orasamemberofanyStatelegislature,orasanexecutive
orjudicialofficerofanyState,tosupporttheConstitution
oftheUnitedStates,shallhaveengagedininsurrectionor
rebellionagainstthesame,orgivenaidorcomforttothe
enemiesthereof.ButCongressmaybyavoteoftwo-thirds
ofeachHouse,removesuchdisability.

SECTION 4.

ThevalidityofthepublicdebtoftheUnitedStates,au-
thorizedbylaw,includingdebtsincurredforpaymentof
pensionsandbountiesforservicesinsuppressinginsurrec-
tionorrebellion,shallnotbequestioned.Butneitherthe
UnitedStatesnoranyStateshallassumeorpayanydebt
orobligationincurredinaidofinsurrectionorrebellion
againsttheUnitedStates,oranyclaimforthelossoreman-
cipationofanyslave;butallsuchdebts,obligationsand
claimsshallbeheldillegalandvoid.

SECTION 5.

TheCongressshallhavethepowertoenforce,byappropri-
atelegislation,theprovisionsofthisarticle.

*ChangedbySection1ofthe26thAmendment.
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AmendmentXV.
PassedbyCongressFebruary26,1869.RatifiedFebruary3,1870.

SECTION 1.

TherightofcitizensoftheUnitedStatestovoteshallnotbe
deniedorabridgedbytheUnitedStatesorbyanyStateon
accountofrace,color,orpreviousconditionofservitude.

SECTION 2.

TheCongressshallhavethepowertoenforcethisarticleby
appropriatelegislation.

AmendmentXVI.
PassedbyCongressJuly2,1909.RatifiedFebruary3,1913.

(Note:ArticleI,Section9oftheConstitutionwasmodifiedby
the16ththe16the16 Amendment.)thth

TheCongressshallhavepowertolayandcollecttaxeson
incomes,fromwhateversourcederived,withoutapportion-
mentamongtheseveralStates,andwithoutregardtoany
censusorenumeration.

AmendmentXVII.
PassedbyCongressMay13,1912.RatifiedApril8,1913.

(Note:ArticleI,Section3oftheConstitutionwasmodifiedby
the17thAmendment.)

TheSenateoftheUnitedStatesshallbecomposedoftwo
SenatorsfromeachState,electedbythepeoplethereof,for
sixyears;andeachSenatorshallhaveonevote.Theelectors
ineachStateshallhavethequalificationsrequisiteforelec-
torsofthemostnumerousbranchoftheStatelegislatures.

WhenvacancieshappenintherepresentationofanyState
intheSenate,theexecutiveauthorityofsuchStateshall
issuewritsofelectiontofillsuchvacancies:Provided,That
thelegislatureofanyStatemayempowertheexecutive
thereoftomaketemporaryappointmentsuntilthepeople
fillthevacanciesbyelectionasthelegislaturemaydirect.

Thisamendmentshallnotbesoconstruedastoaffectthe
electionortermofanySenatorchosenbeforeitbecomes
validaspartoftheConstitution.

AmendmentXVIII.
PassedbyCongressDecember18,1917.RatifiedJanuary16,

1919.Repealedbythe21stAmendment,December5,1933.

SECTION 1.

Afteroneyearfromtheratificationofthisarticlethe
manufacture,sale,ortransportationofintoxicatingliquors
within,theimportationthereofinto,ortheexportation
thereoffromtheUnitedStatesandallterritorysubjectto
thejurisdictionthereofforbeveragepurposesishereby
prohibited.

SECTION 2.

TheCongressandtheseveralStatesshallhaveconcurrent
powertoenforcethisarticlebyappropriatelegislation.

SECTION 3.

Thisarticleshallbeinoperativeunlessitshallhavebeen
ratifiedasanamendmenttotheConstitutionbythelegisla-
turesoftheseveralStates,asprovidedintheConstitution,
withinsevenyearsfromthedateofthesubmissionhereof
totheStatesbytheCongress.

AmendmentXIX.
PassedbyCongressJune4,1919.RatifiedAugust18,1920.

TherightofcitizensoftheUnitedStatestovoteshallnot
bedeniedorabridgedbytheUnitedStatesorbyanyState
onaccountofsex.

Congressshallhavepowertoenforcethisarticlebyappro-
priatelegislation.
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AmendmentXX.
PassedbyCongressMarch2,1932.RatifiedJanuary23,1933.

(Note:ArticleI,Section4oftheConstitutionwasmodified
bySection2ofthisAmendment.Inaddition,aportionofthe
12thAmendmentwassupersededbySection3.)

SECTION 1.

ThetermsofthePresidentandtheVicePresidentshallend
atnoononthe20thdayofJanuary,andthetermsofSena-
torsandRepresentativesatnoononthe3ddayofJanuary,
oftheyearsinwhichsuchtermswouldhaveendedifthis
articlehadnotbeenratified;andthetermsoftheirsucces-
sorsshallthenbegin.

SECTION 2.

TheCongressshallassembleatleastonceineveryyear,and
suchmeetingshallbeginatnoononthe3ddayofJanuary,
unlesstheyshallbylawappointadifferentday.

SECTION 3.

If,atthetimefixedforthebeginningofthetermofthe
President,thePresidentelectshallhavedied,theVicePresi-
dentelectshallbecomePresident.IfaPresidentshallnot
havebeenchosenbeforethetimefixedforthebeginningof
histerm,orifthePresidentelectshallhavefailedtoqualify,
thentheVicePresidentelectshallactasPresidentuntila
Presidentshallhavequalified;andtheCongressmaybylaw
provideforthecasewhereinneitheraPresidentelectnora
VicePresidentshallhavequalified,declaringwhoshallthen
actasPresident,orthemannerinwhichonewhoistoact
shallbeselected,andsuchpersonshallactaccordinglyuntil
aPresidentorVicePresidentshallhavequalified.

SECTION 4.

TheCongressmaybylawprovideforthecaseofthedeath
ofanyofthepersonsfromwhomtheHouseofRepresenta-
tivesmaychooseaPresidentwhenevertherightofchoice
shallhavedevolveduponthem,andforthecaseofthe
deathofanyofthepersonsfromwhomtheSenatemay
chooseaVicePresidentwhenevertherightofchoiceshall
havedevolveduponthem.

SECTION 5.

Sections1and2shalltakeeffectonthe15thdayofOcto-
berfollowingtheratificationofthisarticle.

SECTION 6.

Thisarticleshallbeinoperativeunlessitshallhavebeen
ratifiedasanamendmenttotheConstitutionbytheleg-
islaturesofthree-fourthsoftheseveralStateswithinseven
yearsfromthedateofitssubmission.

AmendmentXXI.
PassedbyCongressFebruary20,1933.RatifiedDecember5,

1933.

SECTION 1.

TheeighteentharticleofamendmenttotheConstitution
oftheUnitedStatesisherebyrepealed.

SECTION 2.

ThetransportationorimportationintoanyState,Territory,
orpossessionoftheUnitedStatesfordeliveryorusetherein
ofintoxicatingliquors,inviolationofthelawsthereof,is
herebyprohibited.

SECTION 3.

Thisarticleshallbeinoperativeunlessitshallhavebeen
ratifiedasanamendmenttotheConstitutionbyconven-
tionsintheseveralStates,asprovidedintheConstitution,
withinsevenyearsfromthedateofthesubmissionhereof
totheStatesbytheCongress.
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AmendmentXXII.
PassedbyCongressMarch21,1947.RatifiedFebruary27,

1951.

SECTION 1.

NopersonshallbeelectedtotheofficeofthePresident
morethantwice,andnopersonwhohasheldtheofficeof
President,oractedasPresident,formorethantwoyearsof
atermtowhichsomeotherpersonwaselectedPresident
shallbeelectedtotheofficeofPresidentmorethanonce.
ButthisArticleshallnotapplytoanypersonholdingthe
officeofPresidentwhenthisArticlewasproposedbyCon-
gress,andshallnotpreventanypersonwhomaybeholding
theofficeofPresident,oractingasPresident,duringthe
termwithinwhichthisArticlebecomesoperativefrom
holdingtheofficeofPresidentoractingasPresidentduring
theremainderofsuchterm.

SECTION 2.

Thisarticleshallbeinoperativeunlessitshallhavebeen
ratifiedasanamendmenttotheConstitutionbytheleg-
islaturesofthree-fourthsoftheseveralStateswithinseven
yearsfromthedateofitssubmissiontotheStatesbythe
Congress.

AmendmentXXIII.
PassedbyCongressJune16,1960.RatifiedMarch29,1961.

SECTION 1.

TheDistrictconstitutingtheseatofGovernmentofthe
UnitedStatesshallappointinsuchmannerasCongress
maydirect:

AnumberofelectorsofPresidentandVicePresidentequal
tothewholenumberofSenatorsandRepresentatives
inCongresstowhichtheDistrictwouldbeentitledifit
wereaState,butinnoeventmorethantheleastpopulous
State;theyshallbeinadditiontothoseappointedbythe
States,buttheyshallbeconsidered,forthepurposesof
theelectionofPresidentandVicePresident,tobeelectors
appointedbyaState;andtheyshallmeetintheDistrict
andperformsuchdutiesasprovidedbythetwelftharticle
ofamendment.

SECTION 2.

TheCongressshallhavepowertoenforcethisarticleby
appropriatelegislation.

AmendmentXXIV.
PassedbyCongressAugust27,1962.RatifiedJanuary23,1964.

SECTION 1.

TherightofcitizensoftheUnitedStatestovoteinanypri-
maryorotherelectionforPresidentorVicePresident,for
electorsforPresidentorVicePresident,orforSenatoror
RepresentativeinCongress,shallnotbedeniedorabridged
bytheUnitedStatesoranyStatebyreasonoffailuretopay
polltaxorothertax.

SECTION 2.

TheCongressshallhavepowertoenforcethisarticleby
appropriatelegislation.
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AmendmentXXV.
PassedbyCongressJuly6,1965.RatifiedFebruary10,1967.

(Note:ArticleII,Section1oftheConstitutionwasmodifiedby
the25thAmendment.)

SECTION 1.

IncaseoftheremovalofthePresidentfromofficeorof
hisdeathorresignation,theVicePresidentshallbecome
President.

SECTION 2.

WheneverthereisavacancyintheofficeoftheVicePresi-
dent,thePresidentshallnominateaVicePresidentwho
shalltakeofficeuponconfirmationbyamajorityvoteof
bothHousesofCongress.

SECTION 3.

WheneverthePresidenttransmitstothePresidentpro
temporeoftheSenateandtheSpeakeroftheHouseof
Representativeshiswrittendeclarationthatheisunable
todischargethepowersanddutiesofhisoffice,anduntil
hetransmitstothemawrittendeclarationtothecontrary,
suchpowersanddutiesshallbedischargedbytheVice
PresidentasActingPresident.

SECTION 4.

WhenevertheVicePresidentandamajorityofeitherthe
principalofficersoftheexecutivedepartmentsorofsuch
otherbodyasCongressmaybylawprovide,transmittothe
PresidentprotemporeoftheSenateandtheSpeakerofthe
HouseofRepresentativestheirwrittendeclarationthatthe
Presidentisunabletodischargethepowersanddutiesof
hisoffice,theVicePresidentshallimmediatelyassumethe
powersanddutiesoftheofficeasActingPresident.
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Thereafter,whenthePresidenttransmitstothePresident
protemporeoftheSenateandtheSpeakeroftheHouseof
Representativeshiswrittendeclarationthatnoinabilityex-
ists,heshallresumethepowersanddutiesofhisofficeun-
lesstheVicePresidentandamajorityofeithertheprincipal
officersoftheexecutivedepartmentorofsuchotherbody
asCongressmaybylawprovide,transmitwithinfourdays
tothePresidentprotemporeoftheSenateandtheSpeaker
oftheHouseofRepresentativestheirwrittendeclaration
thatthePresidentisunabletodischargethepowersand
dutiesofhisoffice.ThereuponCongressshalldecidethe
issue,assemblingwithinforty-eighthoursforthatpurpose
ifnotinsession.IftheCongress,withintwenty-onedays
afterreceiptofthelatterwrittendeclaration,or,ifCongress
isnotinsession,withintwenty-onedaysafterCongressis
requiredtoassemble,determinesbytwo-thirdsvoteofboth
HousesthatthePresidentisunabletodischargethepowers
anddutiesofhisoffice,theVicePresidentshallcontinueto
dischargethesameasActingPresident;otherwise,thePresi-
dentshallresumethepowersanddutiesofhisoffice.

AmendmentXXVI.
PassedbyCongressMarch23,1971.RatifiedJuly1,1971.

(Note:Amendment14,Section2oftheConstitutionwas
modifiedbySection1ofthe26thAmendment.)

SECTION 1.

TherightofcitizensoftheUnitedStates,whoareeighteen
yearsofageorolder,tovoteshallnotbedeniedorabridged
bytheUnitedStatesorbyanyStateonaccountofage.

SECTION 2.

TheCongressshallhavepowertoenforcethisarticleby
appropriatelegislation.

AmendmentXXVII.
OriginallyproposedSept.25,1789.RatifiedMay7,1992.

Nolaw,varyingthecompensationfortheservicesofthe
SenatorsandRepresentatives,shalltakeeffect,untilanelec-
tionofrepresentativesshallhaveintervened.
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